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Dear Applicant;

For over thirty years, Big Brothers and Big Sisters have made a difference in the lives of young people by providing a friend where one is needed. Our goal is to ensure that every child who needs a mentor has a mentor.  Both our Agency and the children we represent are appreciative of your interest in our organization and its goals, as we understand the significant impact your time will make on the life of a Little.

The children who have experienced our programming see real and positive change. By offering high quality mentoring programs, we offer children a chance to develop into confident and caring adults - adults who may one day become mentors themselves. This is why the simple act of friendship is so important here at Big Brothers Big Sisters. 

The foundation of these friendships is forged through a number of programs with a variety of different time commitments. It is our belief that mentoring makes a difference when it focuses on the needs of the individual being mentored and the process of mutual growth. What is paramount when producing this growth is having “Fun.” There is no method more capable of making such an impact that is more enjoyable than being a BIG. 

In this package you will find information on all our programming, the preliminary forms that you will need, as well as information about the organization, and the matching process. Please review the information that is provided, complete the application at your earliest convenience, and return it to the main office at 765 Portage Avenue. We hope to process your application as quickly as possible, and will call you when the application has been reviewed to discuss the next steps. If you have any questions concerning the process please contact us at 988-9200 or email main@bigwinnipeg.com 

Thank you in advance for trusting Big Brothers Big Sisters with your time and energy. 

Sincerely,

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Winnipeg 

Office: 988-9200

Email: main@bigwinnipeg.com
Mission Statement; to provide children with mentors for friendship, support and guidance

Welcome to Big Brothers Big Sisters of Winnipeg and thank you once again for your interest in our organization. If you have received this application package you have most likely found a program most suited to you. In this application package you will find the preliminary forms you will need to complete before moving on to the next step in the enrollment processes. It will also introduce you to our primary programming and provide you with a brief overview of the matching process. 
What type of Programming is Offered? 

The enrollment process is the same for all these volunteer opportunities. Further information is available upon request. If you require further information please call 988-9200 and ask to speak with the coordinator of the specific program you require more information on.  

The Big Brother / Big Sister Program: These are professionally developed one-to-one matches between a “Big” and a “Little.” These matches are based on common interests and time considerations. The commitment is a few hours a week, 2-4 times monthly for a minimum of a year. Matches spend one-to-one time together in their community to share fun activities… stories… and a little of themselves doing things that friends do. Our volunteers are all ages, all types, and from all different backgrounds. The one thing that they all hold in common is that they believe every child deserves the compassion and support of positive role models. 

The In-school Mentoring Program: This is a wonderful opportunity to be involved in a one to one friendship with a child. “Mentors” visit their “Mentee” for one hour each week, at the child’s school during school hours. If you are in University and have an hour during the day, this is a perfect program to be involved in. The commitment for this program is a minimum of one year; however matches do not meet with each other when school in not in session. Big Sisters who have an hour during the day each week are strongly encouraged to go this route, as they are more in need of female mentors in this program right now. 

The Big Buddy Program: If you do not have the ability to commit on a regular basis to one particular child, we still may have a place for you! The Big Buddy program is about having fun with a bunch of kids. Big Buddies are screened and trained, and help to provide service to the many kids that are waiting to be matched in the Traditional program. In this program, Big Buddies take out a couple children to a group agency event, and have fun with them. You will be asked for some feedback on your experience with the children, which can be very valuable matching information.

The Ototema II Program: The Ototema Program is designed for youth who are currently involved with the justice system, either incarcerated at the Manitoba Youth Center or who are serving a sentence in the community (i.e. probation.) Volunteers are matched in a one-on-one relationship with a youth 7-17 years old) and participate together in recreational/educational community activities. This program helps to provide youth with beneficial opportunities to expand their interests and learn new skills through involvement with a positive, reliable adult. 
Process for the Big Brother Big Sister Program:

The programs listed above, all have a slightly different process and commitment. If you are interested in these other programs, you may contact the office again for more information or, you are welcome to fill out the application attached in this package and a program coordinator will be in touch with you to explain the enrollment process and procedures for the program you have chosen. The matching information below is for our Big Brother Big Sister program only.
How does the Enrollment Process Work?

Starting from the receipt of your application, we begin to collect information that is necessary in order for us to be able to match you, and match you most appropriately. Following the application process there is an interview; involving getting to know more about who you are, what interests and experiences you have had, and what type of young person would be a good fit for both of you.

What if I don’t have experience?

For the most part, being a Big is just about being a friend. However, we do provide you with initial training, and ongoing follow up throughout the course of your match.

How does the Matching Process Work? 

Approved Big Brothers and Big Sisters, will be contacted, and will be provided with a brief description of possible matches. This is called “Match Selection.” The Big will be asked to choose which Little they feel would be the best match, and the Caseworker will then schedule a meeting between the Parent/Guardian and the Big. This meeting is called the “Pre-Introduction” and is facilitated by the Caseworker, to give both parties the opportunity to get to know each other and further discuss if this would be a good match. 

At the end of the Pre-Introduction, both Parent/Guardian and Big are told to call the Caseworker the next day, and indicate if they would like to proceed with the match. It is possible that one will say no, however the child is unaware of this meeting, so he or she is not disappointed. It is very important that the Parent/Guardian and Big feel comfortable with the match, and it should not be taken personally if either feel that the match would 

not be in the best interest of the child. In this case, the Big would go back to the Match Selection stage and proceed with another choice.

If both parent/guardian and volunteer indicate that they would like to proceed with the match, the child will be told and a meeting will be scheduled for the Big and Little to meet. This is a very exciting day! At the “Introduction”, we will provide you with an opportunity to get to know your Little, and to plan your first outing. We will give you membership cards, a 2-for-1 list for discounts to various places, and a schedule for match updates. Contact information will be exchanged, and important waivers and forms will be signed. We will have the match set goals for the year, and send you on your way. 

Is the information I provide confidential? 

Confidentiality is extremely important to us at Big Brothers Big Sisters, except where we are required to by law, we make sure that all of your personal information is kept confidential within the Big Brothers Big Sisters organization. Similarly, we ask that you keep the information about the Littles in our program confidential also, and do not disclose identifiable information about the youth we serve unless needed for child welfare purposes. 

Please complete the Big Brother/Big Sister Application form on the next page and return to 765 Portage Avenue. Thank you in advance for you time and energy…

BIG SISTER/BIG BROTHER APPLICATION FORM
ALL INFORMATION ON THIS APPLICATION IS STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL

765 Portage Avenue

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3G 0N2

Phone: 988-9200

Fax: 988-9208

Which Program are you applying for: (Big Brother, Big Sister, In-School Mentoring, Ototema II, Big Buddy) 

     
Full Name:       
Former Name(s) if applicable:        

Address:      
Postal Code:       
Length of time at Present Address: Area of City:      


Home Phone:       Cell Phone:     

Work Phone:       Fax #:          Email:     
Birth date (Month/Day/Year):        Place of Birth:                                                                

Driver’s License # (if applicable):      # of Merits:     
Marital Status:  Single  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Married FORMCHECKBOX 
  Divorced  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Separated FORMCHECKBOX 
  Widow/er FORMCHECKBOX 
  Common Law  FORMCHECKBOX 

Spouse/Common Law Partner’s Full Legal Name:      
Birth date of Spouse/Partner (Month/Day/Year):      Place of birth:      
         
Are you a Canadian Citizen?      Landed Immigrant (Country):      

Are you legally eligible to work in Canada      
Current Employer/Occupation/Length of Service:     


What prompted you to inquire about volunteering at BBBS at this time? (i.e TV ad, newspaper article, presentation) 
      


Declarations of Offense History:  

I do not have a criminal record FORMCHECKBOX 

 I have a record and will provide information as requested  FORMCHECKBOX 

Time Available for Volunteering: (check all that apply) Weekdays   FORMCHECKBOX 
    Evenings FORMCHECKBOX 
 Weekends FORMCHECKBOX 

Alternate contact (not residing with you) in case of address change: Name:      
Address:       phone:     
AS ALL REFERENCES ARE CONTACTED – IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT COMPLETE CONTACT INFORMATION BE GIVEN FOR EACH REFERENCE   

PLEASE LIST REFERENCES (Print Clearly):

1) Past/Present Employer or Supervisor (known for at least 2 years).
2) Immediate family member (known for at least 2 years).
3) An acquaintance/friend (known for at least 2 years)

4) To be determined by caseworker at interview (leave blank)

Name       Relationship & Length          Email                  Address & Postal Code             Telephone 

     
     
     
PERMISSION AND RELEASE (MUST BE COMPLETED)

I hereby authorize the Big Brothers Big Sisters of Winnipeg Inc. to contact any or all of the references listed herein for the purposes of processing my application to become a volunteer in the Agency’s program.  I understand that these references will be contacted in confidence.  I further authorize any individuals, firms, corporations, government or other regulatory departments, and Police Department or other organization to release information and copies of documents pertaining to myself to Big Brothers Big Sisters of Winnipeg, in order to consider my application to volunteer in the Agency’s Program, on the understanding that such information will be held in strict confidence.  I acknowledge and accept that this application does not guarantee acceptance into the program and Big Brothers Big Sisters of Winnipeg is under no obligation to accept or assign me as a volunteer in their program, and is not obliged to provide a reason.  I hereby release and forever discharge Big Brothers Big Sisters of Winnipeg and their employees, directors and volunteers from any cause of action or claim form damages, whether bodily injury, death, property damage, or emotional trauma, anxiety or distress arising from my association with Big Brothers Big Sisters of Winnipeg.  I give permission for Big Brothers Big Sisters of Winnipeg to release pertinent information regarding my file to the parent of the Child in the process of match selection.  Further, I agree to allow my file to be viewed by an Agency Reviewer for Big Brothers and Sisters of Canada, at the time of agency review, should it be requested.  I further grant Big Brothers Big Sisters of Winnipeg permission to release my name, date of birth, address, agency applied to and notice of acceptance or rejection to Big Brothers and Sisters of Canada and for pertinent (relevant) details to be shared within the movement.  I understand this application and subsequent information in my file is the property of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Winnipeg.  I understand that if Big Brothers Big Sisters of Winnipeg should cease operation, my complete file becomes the property of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Canada.  The implications of the waiver have been explained to me.  I understand and consent to them.  I further agree that this waiver is made of my own free will and without duress.

DECLARATION

If I am accepted by Big Brothers Big Sisters of Winnipeg as a volunteer, I well respect the confidentiality of information about any child(ren) and family that I have contact with by only sharing confidential information with my caseworker and other agency staff.  I will cooperate fully with the staff of the Association according to Agency Standards and policies for Child Contact Volunteers. If I am matched, I understand and will abide by the job description and code of conduct related to my volunteer position.  I agree to abide by the confidentiality guidelines of the Agency.  If I am matched, I understand that I am solely responsible for the care of the Child with whom I am matched during outings and activities.  I agree to have constant supervision while the Child is in my care.  I acknowledge the Association is under no obligation to accept or assign me as a Big Sister/Big Brother or other child contact volunteer.  I acknowledge that all information with respect to my application and volunteer commitment is the property of the Big Brothers Big Sisters of Winnipeg.  I acknowledge that confidentiality end when the risk to public or personal safety is deemed to be at stake.  I acknowledge and certify the information provided on this application to be true and correct and to the best of my knowledge.

_______________________________________________________________________________________
(Date)


                      (Signature of Applicant)

Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Winnipeg Pre-Interview Questionnaire

The following form is necessary for us to receive prior to your interview. Please fill out the application along with this form (by typing in the grey fields), and email it back to the office, or print it out after completion and bring it with you to the interview (if one has already been scheduled)

I have attended an in person orientation/information session?       

I did not attend the in person orientation. I downloaded the application form online.      
Do you have regular access to a vehicle?     
If not, what Bus Routes are you on?        
    
Do you own a vehicle?      
Does your vehicle have passenger airbags?      
Is your driver’s license and registration valid and up to date?      
Have you ever been charged with any traffic violations?     
Members of your household including children (Name/Age/Sex):      
Have you or your Spouse/Common Law Partner ever been charged or convicted of an offense, or had any incidents with the law?
 FORMDROPDOWN 



If yes, what did you learn from the experience:      
Do you have a police record now? FORMDROPDOWN 
 

If yes, please specify offence and date.      
Have you ever had a pardon?  FORMDROPDOWN 

If yes, please specify offence and date of pardon.      
(Please be advised that if you have a criminal record for an offense that does not make you ineligible to enroll, that you must provide us with a transcript of your record history. You can obtain one of these from the Public Safety Building in Winnipeg.)

What level of education have you achieved?     
Last School/University attended?           
Date:           
Other Places of Employment (Include Past 5 years & Approx. dates):           
Have you ever previously applied at any Big Brother/Big Sister agency?       If yes, please specify which agency and when.     
Are you anticipating any changes in your life in the next year that may impact your match (e.g. marital status, living arrangements, employment, children, etc.)?      
     
Do you foresee a job change? (explain)           
What is your work schedule?           
Do you own firearms?      If so, how/where are they stored?           
Do you have any pets?     
Do you have asthma, allergies or other chronic health problems?      

If so, how do your pets relate to children?      
  
I acknowledge and certify that the information provided above to be true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Signature:                           Date:     
